
  

 

 

 

 

We have come a long way since our HOA 

was handed over by Prime Home Builders 

in 2006. 

  

Many critical situations were taken care of 

by the previous and present boards. Our 

community has gone through many stages 

of development in all areas.  We have set up 

a completely new office organization, 

security, maintenance, HOA management, 

contracts and policies. We have made 

improvements to common grounds and 

buildings, and are building a 

playground.  The lakes and numerous other 

projects need to be taken care of in order 

for our community to function properly.  It 

is important for residents to feel that 

Portofino Shores is their home. 

  

Each Portofino Shores Home Owner needs 

to reflect upon the above accomplishments 

when deciding who should be in charge of 

Portofino Shores for this coming year. The 

economy has made our task more difficult, 

but the community has been able to hold 

itself well above water.  We can be proud of 

this accomplishment. 

  

 

 

 

 

The board of directors can make a 

difference between the community’s 

success or failure.  They are serving 

as volunteers without benefits or 

compensation.  Board members are 

required to provide the best quality 

of life possible in Portofino 

Shores .   

  

Managing our community is no 

small matter.  Please educate 

yourself before you vote.  The 

candidates must be competent and 

capable of accepting a great deal of 

responsibility.  Board members 

need to know the governing 

documents and applicable 

laws.  They will be given the 

responsibility of protecting our 

assets and promoting the value of 

each of our investments.  They need 

to have good common sense and 

plan accordingly for the future of 

our community.    

  

Steffi Rohr 
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Board Report  
 

As we move toward June and the end of our 

year-long tenure, I am glad to see so many 

projects, small and large, come to a close.  I 

feel good about our progress and accomplish-

ments. 

I am somewhat concerned about the input 

that we, as a Board, receive from the owners 

in the association. It is good to hear from 

folks when they have a concern about things 

going on or decisions made by the board but I 

would much prefer to hear constructive input 

as we consider the issue rather than after the 

decisions have been made. We typically hear 

from the same group of people on each topic. 

Most often the same people are at our meet-
ing and sharing their opinions. This may or 

may not be a typical cross section of the own-

ers but I believe that if we had more input 

prior to making decisions, we would receive 

more support regarding those decisions. 

In short, I would say that it’s better to hear 

your thoughts prior to making our decision 

than after… Come to the monthly meetings 

and you can contribute to and influence the 

decision making process. 

  

Thank You! 

Jim Tippmann 

 

Sincere Appre-

ciation and a big 

THANK  YOU 

goes to all our committee 

members for their commit-

ment  and dedication through-

out the year. 

Thanks to the teamwork of the various 

committee members and their chairs, 

Portofino Shores has been very fortunate 

to have the following successful standing 

committees in place: 

 

Clubhouse Committee  

Security & Neighborhood Watch 

Architectural Review Board 

Engineering Committee 

Screening Committee 

Building & Grounds Committee 

Traffic Enforcement Committee 

Appeals Committee 
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Pool Keys and IDs 

Hi -  I am the "new kid on the block", appointed a few months ago to be your 
HOA Secretary.  I will do all in my power to do an effective job and ask for your 
support in this new venture. 

Inasmuch as I issue the pool keys and the resident ID badges, I would like to 
ask you to be certain to come to the pool with your pool key and your ID 
badge.   As you know, this is required to use the Fitness Center. Also, Monitors 
will be disallowing admittance if this criteria is not met.  Pool keys and ID 
badges are issued Monday thru Thursday from 12 Noon to 2 PM..    If there is a 
problem with  these hours because of work, etc., please call me personally at 
561-441-4582, and I will gladly cooperate in setting up a special time in order 
to have your pictures taken.  Adults as well as children require badges. I ask 
that you please do not disrespect the Monitors.  They are only doing their 
job.  Checking the pool keys and the ID badges are part of our in-house security 

Thank you. 

Barbara Nazar 

Finally, Portofino Shores  has a 

flag pole at the front entrance.  

The flag will  fly 24/7 and has 

lights on overnight.   
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 

 

AS A REMINDER TO ALL:  Parking on the grass and across the walkways is prohibited at any 

time, as well as cars parked in the streets after 12 o’clock midnight.   

Driving at more than 20mph on our streets is considered SPEEDING.  Please remember the 

risks you create for everyone in this community.   

Garage doors left open at night are the best invitation for burglars.  The Neighborhood Watch 

provides courtesy calls to those homes that they find with open garage doors, but are not al-

ways able to reach all residents.  

Open Patio Doors are equally an invitation for intruders even when residents are at home; and 

so are unlocked cars and house doors.   Please keep this in mind and keep your home and our 

community safe.    

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR OUR DAILY NEIGHBORHOOD 

WATCH PROGRAM.   

PLEASE CALL JOHN GAYDOSH AT 

772-466-7528 IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP PROTECT OUR COM-

MUNITY.  

YOUR ASSISTANCE IS VERY MUCH APPRECIATED.  THANK YOU1 

 

THIS MEANS YOU!!! 

A stop sign means that a driver must come to a 

complete stop at each sign in Portofino Shores. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT ELECTION (CDD)  

The Portofino Shores Community Development District was estab-

lished January 3, 2003 to plan, finance, construct, operate and main-

tain various public improvements and community facilities within its 

jurisdiction. The District is governed by a five (5) member elected 

Board of Supervisors. They are elected during a general election of 

the registered voters within the District. The current Board is com-

prised of Henry L. Schmitz Jr., Carol Laymon, Al Zemola, James 

Tippmann, and Terry Edwards.  

Two seats of the Board will be up for election during the year 2010. 

The election will be part of a general election conducted under the 

St. Lucie County supervisor of elections this fall. These are the seats 

of James Tippmann and Terry Edwards. Anyone wishing to be a candi-

date for election can do so by going to the supervisor of elections and 

filling out the forms. The qualifying period is from June 14 through 

June 18.  

A third seat will be up for election via an election at the CDD meeting 

to be held this fall. The time of this election will be announced at a 

later date. This is the seat currently held by Carol Laymon. This is the 

last time that a seat election will be conducted by this method.  

The remaining seats are the seats held by Henry L. Schmitz Jr. and Al 

Zemola. These seats will be up for election in 2012.  

If you have any questions concerning the CDD elections you may call 

Henry L. Schmitz jr. at 772 -461 -0875 or Richard P. Hans of Govern-

mental Management Services at 954 -721 -8681.  

Henry Schmitz  

Chairman/CDD  



6 

 

PARENTS  

Please talk with your family regarding the following concerns. We love your children and want to keep 

them safe.  

1. Access to common areas around the lake is from the Clubhouse and the area opposite Splendido Drive 

only.  

2. Children and adults should consider using reflective tape on bicycles and clothing, especially when riding 

at night.  

3. There is no roughhousing at the pool. Parents, please be in the pool with your young ones at all times 

and read the pool rules that are posted near the gym door.  

4. Children have been observed hanging from the Volley Ball Court net. This is a NO NO.  

A reminder to ALL parents: 

The use of our playground is at your own risk.  Children under the age of 12 are required to be accom-

panied by an adult and cannot be left unattended.  The playground area is accessible ONLY by  pool 

key.  Pool keys cannot be lent to someone else. Hours are from 8am to 8:30pm.  Residents have to be 

in good financial standing with the Association to be able to access the Recreation area which includes 

the playground. 

 

CAUTION when leaving the clubhouse by car!    

There is a stop-sign when turning into  

Spanish River Road coming from the Clubhouse.   

Please make sure to stop at  this sign and then approach the corner to Spanish 

River Road very cautiously when crossing the walkway.  Many children tend to 

ride their bicycles on this sidewalk.  The walkway on the left and right  at this exit, 

unfortunately, is not visible!  Please drive responsibly and keep our 

children safe. 
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CLUBHOUSE SCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

MAY    Monday., May 31, 2010  

    Memorial Day Event 

    4pm Presentation of Safari pictures and films by Carol & Bob Laymon 

    5pm  Memorial Day BBQ  

 

JUNE   Sunday, June 20th @ 5pm 

   Father’s Day Party—covered dish event 

 

JULY   Sunday., July 4th   

   Independence Day Party 

 

AUGUST  Tuesday, August 3rd  

   “CRIME NIGHT OUT”, National program against crime in which  

   Portofino Shores has been participating 

   

SEPTEMBER             Monday., Sept. 6th, 5pm 

   Labor Day Potluck Dinner 

 

OCTOBER  Saturday, October 23rd  

   Live Auction and Dinner with Heath Ogle 

   Fundraiser for a large flat screen TV  for our clubhouse! 

Please note that the Clubhouse Committee will be asking everyone to donate items that are worthy 

to be auctioned off.  However, those items that will not find a buyer,  will have to be returned to the 

previous owner or they will be donated to a good cause.   

Further upcoming events: 

Handwriting Classes by Susan Quinn 

Quilting Class by Nancy Ranks 

Ballroom and/or Line Dancing 

Both Poker and TGIF Card night events are cancelled due to insufficient attendance. 

Please stay informed by visiting our announcements at the Clubhouse and check your e-mails. 
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Improving Portofino Shores’ Marketability 

By Steffi Rohr 

Thanks to the good impression of our community to newcomers and prospective buyers, the response has been 

such that homes are selling. .  Buyers like our community which has been well managed. The entrance, clubhouse 

and recreation areas represent our community well.   It is the homeowners’ responsibility to lead by example to 

maintain a good appearance of their property.   

Creating a good HOA budget and providing sufficient funds for capital expenditure is extremely important at any 

time.  The board has a fiduciary responsibility to protect the financial integrity of the Association and to preserve 

and enhance the property values. Our committees are very important because they provide invaluable contribu-

tions and help make the policy-making role more efficient by providing necessary input and different viewpoints.  

Committees are the very building blocks of a healthy association.   

There are  homeowners who tend to be critical and negative towards the board’s decisions.  The board goes to 

great  lengths to explore all options before making their decisions.    

Concerned homeowners who wish to contribute to the well-being of their community should take the time to 

educate themselves first and then offer constructive input.  If we remember that our community is a business and 

that our homes are a product of this business, it will be easy to see that a friendly, business-like approach contrib-

utes to a successful HOA.  In such, Portofino Shores  becomes a selling point for everyone’s benefit.  

 

 

Lost and Found 

Items that are left behind in the Recreation Area will be kept for a month 

until the owner picks them up.  After that, if they are not picked up, they 

will be discarded.  Please check in during office hours .   

Fido -  

YOUR BEST FRIEND! 

 

PLEASE! Pick up after your 

dog and keep your 4-legged 

friend on a leash at ALL 

times. 
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LIBRARY  

There is a bookcase at the Clubhouse with some interesting books that are available for borrowing. We 

work on the honor system. Simply return the book when you are finished reading it. We welcome dona-

tions to our Library and for the Book and Garage Sale to be held in the fall. Book donations may be left in 

the office to the left of the main door.  
BBQτgrill 

We need to give a great big thank you to Bob Laymon for volunteering to clean 

the outdoor grill at the clubhouse. Bob, you did a great job ! 

 

Children’s Playground 

We are very happy to see many children with their parents enjoying this lovely and fun place.  So far we 

were able to purchase a set of swings and monkey bars for the children’s enjoyment.  The association 

provided the labor and material for the installation and purchased a table 

and benches.  The playground equipment was purchased by collecting  do-

nations at Clubhouse events and poker nights, but mainly from money re-

ceived for ads in our newsletters.  Presently we are working on collecting 

money for a slide.  This will be our last addition to this area for the time be-

ing.   

 

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (CERT)  

The Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) concept was developed and implemented by the City of Los An-

geles Fire Department (LAFD) in 1985. They recognized that citizens would very likely be on their own during early 

stages of a catastrophic disaster. Accordingly LAFD decided that some basic training in disaster survival and rescue 

skills would improve the ability of citizens to survive until RESPONDERS or other assistance could arrive.  

In St. Lucie County the CERT teams operate under county direction and are also trained under county direction at 

the Indian River State College. They are sponsored by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, the State of Flor-

ƛŘŀΣ {ǘΦ [ǳŎƛŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ [ǳŎƛŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ CƛǊŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ [ǳŎƛŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tƻǊǘ {ǘΦ [ǳŎƛŜΣ 

and Indian River State College.  

We are looking into having Portofino Shores participation in this program. Several people have been trained to date. 

If you are interested in participating, please contact Henry L. Schmitz Jr. (772-461-0875). for information about the 

program and how to become trained and certified in the program.  

Henry Schmitz 
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As a resident of this community, I have observed many changes, and believe 

things are getting better, yet there is still so much to do!  Everyone who serves 

on the Board of Directors and various committees deserves a big THANK 

YOU and I appreciate their time and efforts.    This article is about the word 

PORTOFINO: 

 

P -   Pride in Community – Pride in caring for your home or the place you                    rent. Take 

time to show you care!  When you pull into a driveway, what are your immediate thoughts…. 

1. The  place looks great, the lawn is cut, flowers growing, no weeds in the driveway, lots of care 

and love put into maintaining the yard... 

2. So many weeds, un-cut grass, neglected bushes and trees in of trimming, garbage cans on the 

front porch, screens off  the  window, curtains falling off the window? 

Which list do you want to be on? 

 

O – Opportunity to have a better understanding of the community.  For an updated  document on 

Portofino Shores Rules and Regulations,  go to www.bayshoreproperties.net.  After opening the 

link, on the right side, you will see a tab, Portofino Shores,  open and go to downloadable docu-

ments. 

 

R – Respect the 20 mph speed limit.  There are small children and animals to watch out for.  Re-

member:  haste makes waste and  who needs the aggravation of an accident? 

 

T  - Take time to get involved….go outside and say hello to your neighbors! Circulate  an item you 

are no longer using…what you give out always comes back! 

 

O – Open to ideas and suggestions to upgrade your home.  Recently I repainted my door lock with a 

$4.00 can of black paint.  A little effort saved  money and refreshed the lock! 

  

F –  Friendly –say hello to someone new today.. pick up a newspaper, retrieve a garbage can off the 

sidewalk when you know your next door neighbor is away, give that cup of sugar  who just ran out 

and needs to finish dinner! 
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The Afterlife of Orchids 

After the last blossom has died, you can 

òextendó their bloom.  Cut the remaining 

stem back to just below the spot the last 

flower was.  Purchase a white silk orchid and some raffia string.  

Put the stem of the silk flower next to the stem of the live plant 

so that they overlap by about one inch.  Wrap the two stems 

together with the raffia string until you cannot see where one 

ends and the other one begins.  Tie the raffia in a bow and snip 

off the excess.  Continue to water your orchid with warm water 

once a week while it is dormant.  When new buds appear in six 

months, remove the silk flower. There is nothing more elegant 

than a simple white orchid on a coffee table. 

I   –   Ideas – Can you offer positive ideas and suggestions to improve the community?  

Whatever receives my attention is magnified.  So I ask myself, where am I putting my attention?   

 

When I place my focus on a circumstance or thought,  it expands. When I notice irritation and give it at-

tention, my aggravation increases.  A simple shift in the direction of your thought can make changes in 

the community for the better!   

 

N – Newsletters can be emailed to your home.   Does the association have YOUR  current email address 

which will help conserve costs?  Please submit your email address 

to: Steffi4usa@aol.com in order to receive future newsletters on your computer! 

 

O – Outstanding – your contribution and interest will continue to make this a great  community and help 

sell vacant homes to the right buyers who  are looking to make a house a home, and want their neighbor-

hood to reflect pride, respect and harmony! 

 

Submitted by:  S. Quinn 

Floral Life-Extension Magic 

Instead of using those little packets of commercial mixtures to keep your 

blossoms fresh and beautiful for the longest time possible, fill half the vase 

with lukewarm water, combined with one or two drops of Clorox bleach.  

Then fill the rest of the vase with 7UP or Sprite (donõt use a generic soda 

which is yellow and not clear). 

Portofino Shores’ Gardens  

Despite the extreme cold weather here in Florida this 

past winter, most of our lawns, trees and flowers  

are now starting to look revived in our gardens,  

to the enjoyment of everyone  in Portofino 

Shores.  Our gardens are reflective of our taste and life-

style, however big or small our lots are.  Those of us who 

are struggling with the right plans and ideas, can go to the 

local garden centers, checking  out library books or go to 

different websites that provide many tips and garden de-

signs .  There are many innovative approaches to define 

and enhance our outdoor living space.  Create and have 

fun!   

Master Gardeners 

Garden Gathering at the Lakewood Park Li-

brary 

Anyone interested in attending classes?  The next 

meeting will be Tuesday, June 1st at 1:00pm.  The 

library is closed Sundays and Mondays. 

“Flowering Shrub/Tree of the Month:  Plumeria 

Pruning Tips:       Roses 

Fungus of the Month:    Rust. 
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T H E  A R T  O F  R E I N V E N T I N G  Y O U R  H O M E ’ S  I N T E R I O R S  

The 10 most common decorating mistakes and some ideas for correcting them 

By Steffi Rohr 

1. Awkward traffic patterns 

Solution: Avoid blocking paths to doorways with furniture. 

       2. Uncomfortable conversation areas 

 Solution: Define areas so people can face each other when talking. 

Arrange for intimate seating to avoid having to raise their voices.  Ideal is the U-shaped conversation area.  

The least comfortable one is the L-shaped configuration.   

      3. Poor furniture placement 

 Solution: Donôt press your furniture up against the walls.  Make sure you can  

   Walk through the room without obstruction by your furniture. 

      4. Room is off-balance 

 Solution: Always consider the height and size of furnishings.   

Avoid having all heavy or tall pieces on one side of the room.  For example, you can balance an armoire 

on one side of the room with an indoor tree diagonally across from it on the other side. 

      5. Furniture of different heights 

Solution: Keep your upholstered pieces at one height, and hang your art at approximately the same level to prevent a 

visual ñroller coasterò effect.  

6.  Lack of cohesive look 

Solution: Use pairs of chairs, lamps, etc.  This will give any room a quick formation of looking cohesive. 

      7. Ignoring the room’s focal point 

Solution: A window with a view, a fireplace, a large painting, or a grouping of smaller paintings can all serve as a 

focal point.  Once you have established your focal point, play it up. 

     8.      Improper use of artwork 

Solution: Hang all your art 3 inches lower than you think it should be, instead of ñat eye-levelò (it works) and leave 

one wall blank in every room to give the eyes a place to rest. 

     9.       Ineffective use of accessories 

               Solution:  Keep collections together.  Less is more when it comes to knickknacks. 

     10.       Using lighting incorrectly 

        Solution: Be sure each room has both general illumination and task lighting, and your art and accessories have ac-

cent lighting whenever possible. 
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PORTOFINO SHORES COMMUNITY 

NEWSLETTERS 

Production,  Editor and Advertising: 

Steffi Rohr 

772-429-8855 

steffi4usa@aol.com 

Commercial Rates for advertising in our 

newsletter: 

Business card size  $25.00 

1/4 page   $50.00 

1/2 page   $75.00 

Full page   $125.00 

Checks are payable to Portofino Shores HOA 

Clubhouse Committee, Ref. Newsletter Ad, and 

to be sent to: 

 

Portofino Shores HOA 

Clubhouse Committee 

5720 Spanish River Road 

Fort Pierce, FL 34951 

Att. Steffi Rohr 

 

Payment is required 2 weeks prior to the newsletter 

being printed and distributed. 

Our next newsletter will be published in October 

2010.  If you are interested in advertising, please con-

tact Steffi Rohr at 

772-429-8855 or e-mail  

Steffi4usa@aol.com 

E-Mail Distribution Coordinator: 

Alice Schmitz 

772-461-0875 

Orchid_lady33@yahoo.com 

 

This e-mail list is for mailings of events that are held 

at the Clubhouse.  If you are not yet on this list and 

are not receiving e-mails from our Clubhouse Com-

mittee, please e-mail  

Alice and let her know. 

 

Please note that this e-mail list is never sold or dis-

tributed to any other parties. 

 

    

Advertising in our newsletter does not im-

ply endorsement of companies,  their 

products or services by Portofino Shores 

POA. 

Portofino Shores residents may place a small, 

5 line personal ad in our newsletter for the 

price of $5.00.  Please contact Steffi at 772-

429-8855 or 914-484-6660, or e-mail  

Steffi4usa@aol.com if you are interested in 

this service. 
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PORTOFINO SHORES POA 

5720 Spanish River Road 

Fort Pierce, FL 34951 

Phone:   772-460-1660 

Office Hours: 9am—2pm Mo-Fr 

Property Manager: Chuck Anklam 

Admin. Assistant: Peggy Hansen 

 

Pool keys and picture ID’s:  12-2pm/Mo-Th 

For special appointments please call Barbara 

Nazar at 772-464-0021 or 516/441-4582  

Portofino Shores Guardhouse 

Phone: 772-465-0507 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PORTOFINO SHORES RECREATION  

HOURS 

Daily from 8am to 8:30pm 

COMMITTEES 

ARB (Architectural Review Board) 

     Fred DiSisto 

Building & Grounds 

     Hugh Healy 

Clubhouse Committee 

     Alice Schmitz & Steffi Rohr 

Engineering Committee 

     Hank Schmitz 

Traffic Enforcement 

      Scott McGaw 

Security & Neighborhood Watch 

     John Gaydosh 

Screening Committee 

      Mayur Patel 

 Appeals Committee 

      Hank Schmitz 

Waste Pro   772-595-9390 

Comcast Cable:   800-568-1212 

    772-461-6659 

DirectTV:   800-347-3288 

FP&L    800-226-3545 

    772-462-0555 

AT&T (Bell South)  800-753-0710 

    888-757-6500 

St. Lucie County Utilities: 800-656-7966 

    772-462-1150 

County Information Websites: 

St. Lucie County:          www.co.st-lucie.fl.us/ 

SLC Clerk of Circuit Court:    www.slcclerkofcourt.com/ 

SLC Chamber of Commerce:   www.stluciechamber.org/

index.asp 

SLC Property Appraiser: www.paslc.org 


